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has good native ability which has not been stimulated by
his environment. He is a mountain boy whose parents,
ignorant of the physical and mental needs of young children,
have given their son few educational advantages. Another
boy, Donald, has the same native ability as Thomas. His
parents, on the other hand, understand and can make pro-
vision for the needs of children. As a result, he develops
more nearly to the limits of his native ability than Thomas.
A third child, George, was born with limited ability. He is
not so educable as the other two boys. He develops slowly.
He walks and talks later than other children. He is slow to
see relationships and to adapt himself to new situations.
There is no ''average" child. Instead, we find children
distributed with reference to any ability on a scale ranging
from a very low to a very high degree of the ability. Rela-
tively few fall exactly in the middle of the distribution; 50
per cent may fall within a fairly narrow range.
PHYSICAL   GROWTH    AND    HEALTH
Height and Weight. — Growth in height and weight dur-
ing the years from two to six is less rapid than it was in early
infancy. An extension of the Woodbury tables of statures
and weight of children under six years of age made by
Grandprey1 shows the range of variability. For example,
at approximately two years of age the smallest 10 per cent of
the boys were 31.5 inches tall and weighed 22.8 pounds; the
largest 10 per cent were 35.6 inches tall and weighed 30.2
pounds. The variability in the height and weight of girls
was similar. The figures for boys in the third, fourth, fifth,
and sixth years are shown in the table on p. 155,
Evidence is accumulating which shows that height is not so
important a determinant of variations in weight as are other
skeletal measures, and that height and weight per se are not
necessarily related to vitality and resistance to disease.
iMedora B. Grandprey, "Range of Variability in Weight and Height of
Children under Six Years of Age," journal of Educational Psychology, IV
{March, 1933), 26-35.

